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Despite the continued challenges of providing services during a pandemic, we have so much
to celebrate. Our Neat Repeats resale store in Orland Park moved to a new, much larger
location.  This would not have been possible without the help of some incredibly dedicated
staff and countless volunteers. Stop in soon for an amazing boutique shopping experience
(15551 94th Avenue), and remember, 100% of the profits support the Crisis Center.

We honor our donors and volunteers in this issue of the Crisis Center Connection. Last year was
not an easy year for fundraising, but you came through with humble hearts and generous gifts.
Thank you, too, to those who recently supported our annual Dianne Masters Cup golf outing.   

In the past few months we welcomed two new members to our Leadership Team. Latasha
Hubert joined us as our Director of Human Resources whose responsibilities also include our
volunteer workforce, and Meghan Mokate joined as our new Director of Finance. Both women
bring exceptional talent and expertise to their positions and make terrific additions to our
leadership team!

Finally, Domestic Violence Awareness Month is upon us. In October, we look forward to
increasing awareness and honoring survivors of domestic violence with activities and events. 
Thank you to BMO Harris Bank who is graciously kicking off our annual #31derfulways
campaign with an increased gift of $15,000 this year. You can keep in touch and learn more
about DV Awareness Month activities by reading our monthly e-newsletters and following us
on social media.

As summer comes to a close and fall is upon us, I think about the impact of change. 
Thank you, again, for helping us navigate the changes of the past year. We can’t do it alone!

With gratitude,

Pam Kostecki, Executive Director

From our executive director

The Law Enforcement and Victim Outreach Program
recently added another partnership with a local
police department. Merrionette Park became the
22nd police department to forge a partnership with
the Crisis Center. The program collaborates with
local law enforcement agencies to identify and
support victims of domestic violence and provide
them with resources. Last year, over 4,700 
follow-up calls were placed to victims after police
responded to domestic disturbances and over 4,000
connections were made with victims who received
support and resources.

LEAV Welcomes 22nd Police Department

Merrionette Park Police Chief, John Palcu
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Navigating JusticeNavigating Justice
Navigating the court system when you are 
a victim of domestic violence is difficult. 
Now try to imagine that you don’t speak
English so you cannot understand what’s being
said or what you need to do. Crisis Center
Court Advocate, Esra, sees this every day at
the Bridgeview courthouse, one of the two
courthouses where our staff spend their days.

Esra met Aliyah when
she helped her file a
police report and
secure an Order of
Protection. Aliyah
endured physical
violence, as well as
emotional and financial
abuse for over ten
years at the hands of
her husband. When he
used a rope to give

each of their four children burns on their arms
because they refused to stop playing and sit
quietly, she knew things had to change
immediately. She was tired of walking on
eggshells and was fearful for her children’s
lives, and her own.

Aliyah did not speak English, so when she saw
Esra and learned that she spoke Arabic she
immediately felt safe and comforted.
“Navigating through the court system is hard
enough for a victim of domestic violence, but
when they don’t speak English, it’s even more
difficult. It’s very confusing. They don’t get the
rules and steps that must be followed,” Esra
said. “Many victims often abandon the
process out of frustration.”

In their role as Court Advocates, each staff
member must recognize when a victim needs
help. Recently another advocate overheard a
court hearing held via Zoom at the courthouse
due to pandemic restrictions. What she heard
prompted her to interrupt the judge and share
that the client needed an Arabic translator
despite the fact that she indicated she could
speak and understand English. The client was
then connected with Esra and immediately she
breathed a sigh of relief.

“Domestic violence cases are growing in
epidemic proportions and cultural and
language barriers often prevent victims from
seeking help,” Esra said. “I know that
sometimes all they have to see is my hijab (a
religious veil worn by Muslim women in the
presence of any male outside of their
immediate family, which usually covers the
hair, head and chest) and they gravitate toward
me for help in the courtroom.” 

37% of Arab women have experienced some
form of domestic violence in their lifetime.
Collectively, our Court Advocates speak several
languages and in the past year filed 945
Orders of Protection at the Bridgeview and
Markham courthouses, an increase of nearly
30% over last year. 95% of them were granted.

“I know I am doing my best for our clients,
especially women who only speak Arabic, but 
I know there is so much more to be done.”

“37% of Arab women
have experienced some
form of domestic violence
in their lifetime. ”
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Filling the Void 
Liane Birk’s energy
and kindness is
contagious. Spend
just a few minutes
with her and you’ll
find yourself smiling
and feeling
compelled to do
good for someone
else. Liane and her
husband, Jim, own
Birk Plumbing in
Alsip. “We want to

support the people in the community who give
us business and there’s no better way to do that
than to support local charities,” Liane said. “I
research the charities and the business makes
the financial contribution.”

Over the past few years, Liane has provided a
monthly meal for the shelter clients. When the
pandemic prevented her from being able to cook
in our kitchen, she started catering the meals.
Liane also makes sure that every client in the
shelter who is celebrating a birthday feels
special. She provides 
birthday-themed paper products, decorations,
cupcakes and beverages. In the past 15 months
she has provided materials to decorate shelter
bedroom doors when someone in the family is
having a birthday.

“Doing the birthday boxes, donating meals and
helping the clients feel happiness fills a void for
me,” she added. “I don’t need anything more in
my life except the feeling I get when I give back
and help someone else.”

Accepting Responsibility
The Partner Abuse Intervention Program is a
26-week educational group for batterers that
focuses on accepting responsibility for violence
in an effort to end the cycle of abuse.
Participants in the program are mandated by
the court to attend class or serve jail time if
they fail to attend classes.

“For many of the group participants,
acknowledging their behaviors and accepting
responsibility for their actions is a huge step,
and not an easy one,” said Lynn Langton,
training manager. One of those participants
was Harry.  

Harry is 55-years-old, struggled with anxiety
and was easily overwhelmed when speaking in
front of the group. However, he often arrived to
class early and talked through some issues.
Narcotics, partying, and violence had been his
lifestyle for decades. This also further
complicated his performance in class because
he was not accustomed to talking about his
feelings and examining his motives.

“Blaming, minimizing, and denying was a
coping mechanism in many areas of Harry’s
life. Taking responsibility, admitting his
behavior and making commitments to end his
use of violence were indicators of his
therapeutic movement and increased maturity,”
Lynn added.

Last year, 76 batterers attended and
participated in weekly PAIP groups.

“Verbally, I used every word and

phrase there is; physically, 

I punched, kicked, choked, 

and threw things,

including throwing my wife down

the stairs. I stopped drinking,

stopped the verbal abuse, and 

do not hit for any reason.” 

– Harry, recent PAIP graduate
Staff participated in an all-day retreat filled with activities and

discussions about change and healthy work environments. 
A food truck from Doug’s Dogs was on hand for lunch, which

was provided by the Crisis Center Board of Directors. 

Staff Retreat



5

Finding Courage

Making Room

Jerri Newman is an
amazing, bright and
resilient woman. As a
young woman, she married
a Marine whom she
thought was the love of her
life, but things rapidly
changed. He spent lots of
time drinking with friends
and was rarely home. His
behavior became erratic.
He threw her against the wall and almost hit
her with a glass blender. He hid a loaded gun in
their oven and when she turned the oven on to
make dinner, the gun went off firing several
rounds and nearly killing her children. Finally,
she grabbed her kids and left.  

They moved out-of-state, but he still tracked her
down. He showed up at Christmastime asking
for money, and out of fear, she gave it to him.
“I didn’t have a choice. He was acting crazy and
I was so afraid of him,” Jerri said. By this time
he was selling drugs and leading a very
dangerous life.  

She moved back to the
Chicagoland area and
lived with her
grandmother, who was a
huge source of support.
Many of her family
members worked in law
enforcement and soon
she followed, accepting a
job with the Cook County
Sheriff’s office working 

at the county jail on 26th and California. 
Today, she works as a police officer with the
Robbins Police Department, but her real desire
is to be a domestic violence advocate and help
other victims, like herself, learn that they 
don’t have to live in fear and stay in an 
abusive relationship. 

Jerri took our 40-hour domestic violence
training course and volunteers on our hotline
one day a week. “There is so much more we
can do to help these women,” Jerri said.
“Talking about it and telling others that they
don’t have to stay is the best place to start.”

The Counseling staff are launching a new group called Next Step Survivor Education. It is a psycho-
educational group that teaches victims of domestic violence to recognize the early signs of domestic
violence so survivors can avoid becoming engaged in another abusive relationship.

Our staff aren’t the only ones who can help victims of domestic violence. If you suspect someone is
in an abusive and violent relationship, you can help.

The need for emergency shelter often seems endless and on most days the Crisis Center’s shelter is at capacity.
In order to accommodate more households, we have once again shifted staff into different offices and are
currently renovating the existing space to accommodate two additional households. “The changes we’re making
will allow us to provide shelter for 15 households,” said Sarah Tygart, Director of Victim Services. “Ensuring that
families have their own private space has positively impacted the healing process for our survivors.”

Next Steps

24–Hour Hotline
708.429.SAFE (7233)

www.crisisctr.org

Help the victim make a safety plan, regardless of
whether or not she/he is staying or leaving the abuser.

Encourage her/him to spend time with you and other
supportive friends or family.

Provide her/him with resources whenever you can. 

Encourage her/him to get help and talk to someone.
Pass on our 24/7 hotline number 708-429-SAFE. 
It’s free and confidential.

•

•

•
•
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Civic clubs and community groups play a very
important role in our community and at the
Crisis Center. In July, we met Dave Sesterhenn
and Keith Wallace from the Tinley Park-Frankfort
Rotary Club who toured the shelter and
presented us with a check from a fundraiser
held at Ted’s Greenhouse in Tinley Park. 
They were deeply impacted by the tour and 
plan to have us speak at one of their 
upcoming meetings. 

Proven I.T. has been a supporter of the Crisis
Center for over 30 years. They have contributed
to our capital campaigns, Gala and Golf
fundraisers, our seasonal appeals, and made
other donations over the years. They are one of
our longest-standing Corporate Champions.
Members of the Cosich family, who established
and continue to operate and manage Proven,
have been dedicated to personally donating to
our mission in order to ensure that victims of
domestic violence continue to receive free
services. Several Proven employees have also
joined our fundraising committees. 

This local business is by easiest definition a
Corporate Champion. We are so grateful for their
loyal support!

In mid-August, our Neat Repeats Resale Store in Orland Park
relocated from 159th street to its new home at 15551 94th
Avenue. “The move was a lot of work, but thanks to some
incredibly dedicated staff and volunteers, the store looks 
amazing and we’re open for business,” said Chris Beele, 
Director of Neat Repeats.  

The store is 8,600 sq. ft., of sales floorspace, which is the same
size as the Worth store and 50% larger than our previous store.
It has plenty of space to display clothing, household items, home
décor and furniture. Donations of new or gently used seasonal

clothing, shoes, purses, jewelry and decorative housewares are accepted during regular business
hours: Mon, Fri & Sat 10am to 4 pm, and Tues, Wed & Thurs from 10am to 6 pm. Furniture donation
can be arranged by contacting Dany Garcia at dgarcia@crisisctr.org. If you can’t make it into the store,
please shop online at neatrepeatsonline.com.

Neat Repeats Relocates Orland Park Store



We would not be here today if it weren’t for the unwavering and generous support 
from our donors and volunteers. Thank you!

This list is merely a glimpse of those who have made a significant impact at the Crisis Center and 
partnered with us to support victims of domestic violence. While we cannot recognize every donor and every

gift due to space restrictions, we are so grateful for all of them and their generous hearts.
Gift dates July 1, 2020 — June 30, 2021

DONORS
Champion Level 
$50,000 & Above
Greer Foundation
VNA Foundation

Leader Level 
$25,000 - $49,999
Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Illinois/Health Care Services
Corporation

Exelon Corporation
Susan and Patrick Frangella 
United Way of Metropolitan
Chicago

Guardian Level
$10,000 - $24,999
Aileen S. Andrew Foundation
Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation
BMO Harris Bank N.A.
Fred J. Brunner Foundation
CCSS Auxiliary
Citizens Savings Foundation
Colonel Stanley R. McNeil
Foundation

Congregation de Notre Dame
First Midwest Charitable
Foundation

Gifts for Hope
Maurice R. & Meta G. Gross
Foundation

The Lutheran Church of the
Good Shepherd

Morgan Stanley Oak Brook
Branch

Morgan Stanley Orland Park
Branch

Edmond & Alice Opler Foundation
Daniel F. and Ada L. Rice
Foundation

Advocate Level
$2,500 - $9,999
Kathleen and Jeff Abbott 
Accenture
Action Sertoma Club
American Family Insurance
Dreams Foundation

Joyce Anders 
Betty Angelos 
Anthony and Christine Augustine 
Sandra Beal 
Gayle Bohne 
Henry W. Bull Foundation
Calmoseptine, Inc.
CIBC Bank USA
Deloitte Services LP
DuPage Medical Group
Charitable Fund

George M. Eisenberg Foundation
For Charities

Friese Family Foundation
Marc Garritano 
The Girouard Family Foundation
Horwitz, Horwitz & Associates Ltd.
I L O Options
K & B Financial, Inc.
Rosemary Lambert 
Darlene Lausas 
Derrick and Christine Lott 
Kathy Mahoney
Barbara Marlin 
McCormick Foundation

Nancy Munis 
Michael and Anne Neary 
Kenneth Numerowski 
OneSpan North America
Peoples Bank - Munster
Republic Bank
Carol Roberts 
Diane Sander
Les and Diane Sander 
Lenette Staudinger 
Suburban Service League
Steven and Lisa Swanson 
Greg and Wendi Szablewski
Kathleen Waller and
Charles Olsziewski

Robert and Donna Walsh 
Tobbie Walter
Mary Carol Witry

Companion Level 
$1,000 - $2,499
David Anders 
Anne Arezina 
Atlas Wealth Management
Avison Young
Carolyn and Timothy Bahr 
Baird & Warner Good Will
Works Fund

Thomas and Amelia Bayer 
Joyce Budd 
Tana and Thomas Cachey 
Chi Omega Alumnae Association  
- Chicago Southwest Suburban
Chicago Title Insurance Company
- Orland Park

Robin Chodak 
Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church

Frank and Sue Christelli 
Circumference, LLC
Sally Clair 
Christopher and Alisa Clancy 
Consumers Credit Union
Cosgrove Construction, Inc
Brett Cosich 
D. Tyler Agency, LLC
Kathy and Joseph D'Amico 
Eileen Doherty 
Dolores and Donald Burnett
Foundation

John and Janet Doody 
Therese and Tom Dubelbeis 
Rosemary Ellis 
Denise Elser 
Debra and Patrick Fahey
Kate and Mike Flores 
Kathy and Fred Garfield 
Tina Goodwin 
Halko Insurance Agency
Steve Hogan 
Hutchison, Anders & Hickey
Integrity Restoration, Inc
William and Nadine Iwema 
Patrick Jarzembowski 
Pamela and Don Jeanes 
Jennifer and Jeff Kanacki 
Mike Kelly 
Patricia Kelly 
Pamela Kostecki and Timothy
Williams 

Garnetta Kramer Charitable
Foundation

Craig and Kathleen Kueltzo 
Laura Larson
Patricia and Robert Leoni 

Christina Lesko 
Lions Club of Palos Heights
Lott #1, Inc.-McDonalds #33227
Angela Lucania and
W. Anthony Andrews 

Mary Lynch 
Catherine Macyko 
Kathleen Madigan 
Elizabeth and Bill Mahar 
Scott Edward Marks
Maurice Foundation
David McCarty 
Thomas and Rebecca McCarty 
Anne Michuda 
Mitchell's Flowers and Events
Ms. Molly Foundation
Rebecca and Christopher Mott 
Les Murschell 
Lorri and Joe Nagle 
National Council of Jewish
Women South Cook Section

The Network Advocating
Against DV

Maureen Niswonger
Nothing Bundt Cakes
O'Keefe and Associates, P. C.
Patricia O’Shea 
Larry and Mary Overbey 
Northwestern Medicine Palos
Hospital

Ryan Penrod 
Proven I.T.
PwC Charitable Foundation
Venkat Raman 
Brian and Tania Rempert 
Michael and Judith L. Rohan 
Donna Rose 
Peggy and Jon Schaefer 
David Slager 
Katherine Southworth-Anders 
St. Anthony’s Church
Sturdi Iron, Inc.
Thornton Township
TJX Foundation, Inc.
Tunisia Hopkins State Farm
Insurance

United Insurance Services, Ltd.
- Farrow Partners, LLC

United Way of Greater Atlanta
Cheryl Wagner 
Wally Burns VFW Post 8077
Judith Weiland 
Zion Lutheran Church

Partner Level 
$500-$999
A Piece of the Pie
Alsip Home & Nursery
Barbara Arola 
Ashley Capital, LLC
Evelyn Bader 
Sarah Barnard 
Beary Landscaping, Inc.
Christopher Beele and Al Castor  
William Bennett 
B.H. Wimp Insurance Agency
Emily and Joseph Biegel
- Southwest Suburban Activists  

Pamela Bjork 
Jane Bohlin 
Don and Kim Brooks 
Marty and Megan Brotschul 
Jayme’ Brown 
Calumet Township
Steven and Diane H. Campbell 

Chi-Town Harley Davidson H.O.G.
Chapter

Elizabeth Christofylakis 
Raymond and Carol Cieslewicz 
Citizens For Chuck Tokar
Eileen Clancy 
Community Foundation of
Grundy County

Jennifer Conway 
John Coyle 
Dave Steinbach State Farm
Insurance Agency

Diamond Ladies - Christ Healing
Evangelical Church

Ann and Robert Dilger 
Direct Family Med
Frank and Mary Erlain 
FCIA - Federal Criminal
Investigators Association

John Gabriel 
Carol Garding 
Bonnie Goodman 
Gail Gottner 
Jayne Grabowski 
Graphicsland
Barbara Gruca 
Gary and Carrie Guild 
Lawrence Hackett 
Kathy Hamilton 
Jim Hannigan 
Hometown Community Chest
State Rep Fran Hurley
Illinois Credit Union League
Just Witchy’s
Charles and Patricia Kaduk 
Matthew and Mary A. Kaminski 
Key Metals, Inc.
Kralovec & Marquard, Chartered
Daniel Langel 
Lawn-Tech, LTD
LincolnWay Community Bank
Mary Lee and John Lockwood 
Jackson Loftus Eagle Scout
Project

Denise and Gerard Lowry 
Linda Lullo 
Ladley and Elaine Martin 
Darren and Karen Massey 
McCabe & Associates, Inc.
Marcia McGerty 
Patricia Meagher 
Ann Mecaskey 
Debbie Merovitz 
Jenna Miglio 
Alfreda Moyer 
NuMark Credit Union
Orland Park Lions Club
OSF Healthcare Systems -
Integrated Solutions Project
Support Office

P & G Electrical Rebuilders
P. J. Nunzio and Associates, Inc.
Packaging Reps, Inc.
Palos Heights Christian
Reformed Church

Palos Park Women’s Club
Rita and Richard Pedone 
Cheryl Pernai 
PFP CPA, Inc.
Jerome and Lee Ann Piszczor 
Priority Payroll Plus
Anu and Mike Prising 
Providence Bank & Trust
Laurie Rapinchuk 
Ravinia Realty & Mgmt, LLC

Kenneth and Marianna Reed 
Philip and Tamara Reiter 
Rotary Club of Orland Park/Palos
Emily Ruffner 
Safety Support Services, Inc.
Carolee and Brian Samuels 
Tom and Katherine Scherer 
Denise Schwenn 
Robert Scott 
Seibt Insurance Agency
Silver Cross Hospital
Silver Lake Country Club
Sizzles, Ltd
South Suburban Association of
Chiefs Of Police

Luanne Spiros 
St. Nicholas Philoptochos
Chapter 2024

St. Vincent dePaul Society -
St. Elizabeth Seton Church

Gwendolyn J. Sterk and
The Family Law Group, P. C.

Streamline Survey, Inc.
Stumm Insurance
Mary Jo Stvan 
Cheryl Taylor 
Tinley Park Bowling Lanes
John Van Groningen 
Van Groningen Decorating -
Jondec Painting

Vandenberg Funeral Home
Catherine Velasco 
Lisa and Mike Wagner 
Carol Walsh 
Julie Wasso 
Stephanie Weber 
Jerry Webster 
Brenda White 
Sharon and William White 
Elisabeth Wiencek 
Danna and Charles Wood 
Woodmen of the World
Lodge 298

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Inc.
Xi Mu Zeta Chapter

TRIBUTE GIFTS
Honorarium 
In Honor of Darlene Aiello
Doreen and Joseph Holford 
In Honor of all the mothers that
pass through the Crisis Center

Laura Larson
In Honor of David Anders
Joyce Anders 
Katherine Southworth-Anders
In Honor of Sandy Beal
Susan and Patrick Frangella
In Honor of Liane and Jim Birk
Cheri Graefen 
In Honor of Cindy Bischof 
Christopher and Joelle Gary  
In Honor of Steve and Diane
Campbell  

Amy Potempa
In Honor of Cathie Considin
Nancy Considine 
In Honor of Omobilaji Delano
LaConna Gowder
In Honor of the Development
Team

Pamela Kostecki and
Timothy Williams 

Lorri and Joe Nagle 
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In Honor of Caroline Diorio
Paula Diorio 
In Honor of Peggy Finan
Mary Thanasouras  
In Honor of All the Victims of DV
that were not as fortunate as
myself and my daughter

Virginia Martinez 
In Honor of Mrs. Fredericks
and Mrs. Salaba

Sharon Hahn  
In Honor of Barb Furlong
Anita Morgan  
In Honor of Chris Gary
Charles and Kathyrn Stanek  
In Honor of Mark Gorca
Lorri and Joe Nagle 
In Honor of her dear 
beautiful child

Arthur and Mary James 
In Honor of Ann Hickey
Lynn and James Hickey 
In Honor of Linda Higgins
Pamela Stach 
In Honor of Audrey Holzschuh
Celeste Brown 
In Honor of Heather Jacobi
Joanne and Jim Hogan 
In Honor of Sharon Keeley
Coleen Hawking 
In Honor of Ellen Kelly
Terese Vorderer 
In Honor of Ruth C. Klose
John Klose 
In Honor of Dr. Barb Krueger
Doreen and Joseph Holford 
In Honor of Paula Kwains
Meghann Matwichuk 
In Honor of Pat Laschober
Maureen Laschober 
In Honor of Janet Lavko
Patricia Petrie 
In Honor of Abraham and 
Annie Lott

Derrick and Christine Lott 
In Honor of Mary Lowry
Denise and Gerard Lowry  
In Honor of Beth Mahar
Sally Clair
Susan and Ronald Colvin 
Maureen Niswonger 
Elizabeth and Richard Whitney
In Honor of Lisa Molloy
Juliette De Lannoy 
In Honor of Jack and Ene Moran
Mary Jo and Andre Frydl 
In Honor of Joe Nagle’s
60th birthday

Margaret White Lijewski 
In Honor of Winifred Nielsen
Anita Morgan 
In Honor of Joan Noffke
Guy Noffke 
In Honor of Barbara Politano
Joseph and Diana McDonnell 
In Honor of Mike Ruffner
Maureen Niswonger 
Silver Lake Country Club
In Honor of Hien Songmet
Ida Kambire 
In Honor of Kathy Southworth
Joyce Anders 
In Honor of Hannah Stroh
The Development Team
In Honor of Cathy Velasco
Glynis Doyle 
In Honor of Mary Wadsworth
Rebecca Cairns 
Patricia O’Shea 
In Honor of Mary K. Weimar
Anita Morgan 
In Honor of Brenda White
Maureen Niswonger 
Erin and George Roeper 
In Honor of Donna Zidek
Barbara Zidek

Memorial
In Memory of Lynda and 
Mohammad Ahmari

Debbie Ahmari 
In Memory of Nancy L. Anders
David Anders and Katherine 
Southworth-Anders 

In Memory of Brian Baldea
Kathryn Baldea 
In Memory of Elaine Beaton
Barbara Beaton 
In Memory of Johanna “Jo” 
Marie Beecham

Kim English 
In Memory of Catherine Bivens
Deborah Bivens 
In Memory of Denise Borkowski
Raymond Mackey 
In Memory of Genevieve “Pat”
Bouchard

Buford Case and Patricia
Bouchard-Case 

In Memory of Nedine Lemenager
Bowman

Melanie Holmes 
In Memory of Inez Brustmann
Kathryn Baldea 
In Memory of Dorothy Burklow
Carol and John Carney
In Memory of Jennie Carollo
Marlene Long 
In Memory of Catherine Casey
Catherine Velasco 
In Memory of Ronald Cheek
Phyllis Cheek 
Judith and Philip Hasson 
Joan Madeja 
Holly Trueblood 
In Memory of Hui Ling Chen
Midwest Hand Care
In Memory of Charlotte
Chrapkiewicz

Rosette Chrapkiewicz 
In Memory of Sheri, Garett and
Gavin Coleman

Jenna Miglio 
Joseph and Frances Miglio 
In Memory of Elsie Collignon
Jay and Mary Jane Swanson 
In Memory of Pam Condon
Kathy Carey 
Thomas Panfil
In Memory of Joanne Corrigan
Kathleen and Jeff Abbott
In Memory of Bernice Finan
Donald and Kathleen Finan 
In Memory of Jessica Frale
Sandra Dunbar 
Jennifer Finerty 
Jackie McShane 
Karen Ochwat 
John Siston 
Donna White 
In Memory of Sarah Gallgher
James and Margaret M. Gallagher
In Memory of Barbara Harris
Stacey Jones 
In Memory of Leona Heinen
Patricia Petrie 
In Memory of Heather Jacobi
Joanne and Jim Hogan 
In Memory of Verna Kahle
P. J. Nunzio and Associates, Inc.
In Memory of Virginia Kalal
Patricia Petrie 
In Memory of Kathy
Margaret Mary and Kenneth Fonte
In Memory of Dorothy Keating
Donald and Kathleen Finan
In Memory of Eva Kissel
Helen Cuprisin 
In Memory of Mary R. Kogler
Rosemary Newhuis
In Memory of Margaret Koscielniak
James Koscielniak 
In Memory of Anne Laufer
Jan Peterlin 

In Memory of Tommy Leoni
Patricia and Robert Leoni 
In Memory of Charles Littlejohn
Karen Myers
In Memory of Dorothy Long
Marlene Long 
In Memory of James Long
Marlene Long
In Memory of Christopher Maples
Patricia and William Laschober
In Memory of Catherine McLaughlin
Patricia Johnson
In Memory of Heidi Meekma
Diane Hushka 
In Memory of Mary Molloy
Communications Industries
In Memory of My Mom
Kr Swartz 
In Memory of Marie Napolillo
Linda Napolillo 
In Memory of Dr. Denny
Niswonger

Maureen Niswonger 
In Memory of Donna O'Brien
William O’Brien
In Memory of Rose Pamulak
Rosemarie Pamulak 
In Memory of James Pavela
Joseph and Louise Vitale 
In Memory of Irene Riggio
AAUW-POAB
James Baldyga 
Kay Bell 
Mary Ann Egizio 
Tom and Eleanor Elder 
Sue Frager 
Linda Garcia 
General Reinsurance Corporation
Elizabeth Hughes 
Diana Roscich 
Jane Surma 
Trinity Covenant Church
Liana Tufariello 
In Memory of Jean Riley
Julie Noel 
Timothy Speiser 
In Memory of Eva Marie Roberts
Cheryl Gasbarro 
In Memory of Rosa Rodriguez
Rosa Prohaska
In Memory of Ann Rynkar
Sandra and Lawrence Walters 
In Memory of Lester and 
Dorothy Sander

Les and Diane Sander 
In Memory of Margaret Shorter
Ken Shorter 
In Memory of Rita Smith
Linda and Joseph Lopez 
In Memory of Jean Stack
Candace Stack 
In Memory of John Staudinger
Lenette Staudinger
In Memory of Doris Svihovec
Lenette Staudinger 
In Memory of Laura Ternes
Susan Franco 
In Memory of Robert Thom
Patricia Petrie 
In Memory of Mary E. Thorpe
Sharon Collins 
In Memory of Tom Thoss
Nancy Thoss
In Memory of Eleanore Waedt
Rosemary Dolowy
In Memory of Stephen Walsh
Carol Walsh 
In Memory of Kaye Weiland
Margaret Forbes-Skubic and 
Rick Skubic 

In Memory of Mae and Bud Witry
Mary Carol Witry 
In Memory of Mary Jane
Wuestenhagen

Midwest Hand Care
In Memory of Grace Zagar
Pamela Stach 

In Memory of Dorothy L. Zalud
Donna Houha

VOLUNTEERS
Auxiliary
Tanya Adams
Bernadette Benson
Margaret Burch
Phyllis Cheek
Sue Colella
Cheryl Cooper
Laura DeMent
Susan Donofrio
Christine Doran
Ellie Elder 
Sharon Fritz
Debbie Gallo
Carol Garding
Nadine Garrity
Linda Goodman
Barbara Gruca
Pauline Haley
Kathy Hamilton
Mary Jo Harper
Judy Hasson
Joann Heniff
Janet John
Marie Kaminski
Linda Karl
Darlene Lausas
Cecelia Lovas
Linda Lullo
Noreen Lyons
Alisha Matushek
Carole McDonald
Marsha Michel
Nancy Mitchell
Joan Moylan
Katherine Nordstrom
Barbara Politano
Jeri Remijas
Irene Riggio
Christine Rohan
Diana Roscich
Debra Rutkowski
Lee Schreiber
Judy Somer
Elaine Somers
Carol Specht
Lois Stanciak
Lenette Staudinger
Jane Surma
Marge Troutman
Mary Wadsworth
Joan Wayer
Janis Westlund
Carole Wilger
Joan Wisinski
Rae Woodard
Neat Repeats - Orland Park
Pat Ambriz
Kathy Baker
Karen Becker
Laura Bohanek
Mary Bratsos
Jozee Brazen
Pandora Brown
Diane Bruske
Maureen Budiselich
Jan Burns
Shirley Calabrese
Diane Cardella
Debbie Carpenter
Kate Carroll
Karen Chervinko
Cynthia Christian
Joan Cizmas
Betsy Condon
Debra Connelly
Chris Connolly
Joanne Costopoulos
Elaine Czerwinski
Lupe De La Paz
Marilyn Ellicott
Sandy Epley
Janice Fleury

Diane Forystek
Fran Francone
Sharon Fritz
Mary Gieselmann
Brandy Govan
Rose Graunake
Dawn Gruodis
Theodora Gruzlewski
Dianna Haggerty
Barbara (Bobbi) Harris
Ursula Haugabrok
Kay Hedinger
Andrea Heersema
Darbi Hoffman
Donna Houha 
Marge Howaniec
Kathy Hurst
Heidi Iselin
Ruby Jackson
Barbara James
Cathy Jaro 
Jan Jurik
Marie Kaminski
Cathy Kehoe
Jayne Knieps
Kayla Krull
Francine Kuenzli
Jeanine Kustak
Jeanine Lamanna
Debbie Larsen
Carl Larson
Joyce Larson
Martha Lehmann
Pam Long
Deborah Mallin
Maureen Martin
Donna Maslovitz 
Cindi Maus
Ann McDermott
Linn McTeague
Jane Melevin
Angie Miazga
Bea Mohaimani
Gail Navarro
Susan Nicholson
Rommell Novak
Gloria Nowaczyk
Charlotte Oliver
Chudnee Parks
Jacqueline Pasqualoni
Dru Pelligrini
Pat Petrie
Pearl Pierik
Linda Pimentel
Carole Plasse
Barbara Pruszewski
Bobbie Reilly
Diane Riley
Rita Rosana
Lora Rossi
Diane Ruedel
Ginny Ruffolo
Kay Saletta
Sandy Sanders
Lorraine Schiek
Susan Schlesinger
Susan Schranz
Peggy Schultz
Eileen Scialabba
Joyce Serritella
Sally Sian
Pam Simpson
Clare Smith
Lenette Staudinger
Pina Stefanelli
Peggie Straub
Hannah Stroh
June Sullivan
Carm Sutull
Loretta Szafranski
Mary Beth Thanasouras
Lucy Trice
Mary Vanderbilt
Inez Vega
Lois Wiest
MaryLou Wilson
Mariateresa Witaszczyk
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Claudia Wolf
Donna Zastro
Donna Zidek
Zibute Ziupsnys
Charlotte Zlokowski
Neat Repeats - Worth
Marilyn Albrecht
Anne Alfultis
Carole Baker
Mary Ann Bakes
Kathy Baldea
Jonathan Barany
Cindy Barnard
Cindy Beverley
Verlyn Biere
Pamela Bjork
Donna Bonk
Josephine Bradley
Nora Brennan
Athleen Brown
Paula Buividas
Theresa Burke
Angela Burzycki
Anita Byrne
Mildred Campbell
Anne Carroll
Marge Centano
Eleanor Champagne
Phyllis Cheek
Jodi Christian
Lidia Churin
Ronnie Cihak
Suzette Coan
Cynthia Cole
Janet Comiskey
Cheryl Cooper
Carol Crowell
Susan DeKoker
Ila Desai
Carol DiCola
Jill DiFoggio
Rosemary Doligale
Patricia Duffy
Ellie Elder
Karen Evensen
Rebecca Flannagan
Susan Franco
Debra Garelli
Laura Geary
Veronique Gerring
Susan Gierhahn
Mildred Gilligan
Ty Gilloley
Susan Grant
Susan Guibord
Sharon Hager
Janet Hart
Marguerite Hastings 
Dora Haynes
Debbie Hejna
Barbara Hennessy
Kathy Hesser
Linda Hibbard
Joe Holford
Paula Jakubik
Charlene Juricek 
Anita Kieca
Kathy Klenn
Eileen Klinkert
Sue Kujawa

Gloria Laas
Catherine Levato
Kathy Lewis
Ruth Lindquist
Mary Lee Lockwood
Linda Lullo
Ann Lynch-Cox
Noreen Lyons
Betty Malinowski
Una Malone
Jody Massey
Gerry Mathews
Natalie McCorry
Nancy Mc Donough
Mary McGinnis
Norma McKeating
Patricia McKeown
Bridget McLaughlin
Diana Mikos
Violet Mirabal
Roxie Moloney
Alphena Morissette
Carolyn Nowak
Rita O’Neill
Kris O’Reilly
Mary Parilli
Cindy Parizanski
Eileen Parker
Lisa Pesavento
Chris Petritis
Denise Racky
Doris Ramsey
Irene Riggio
Maureen Rowan
Maria Ruiz
Joni Rusco
Shirley Russiaky
Doris Sanchez
Mary Santine
Claudia Saveley
Lois Schoonveld
Dotty Schumpp 
Denise Schwenn
Susan Sertich
Mary Shanahan
Mary Sheeran
Jeannine Sherman
Kim Shine
Marty Skimel
Lois Stanciak
Sandy Stephens
Kim Stone
Chris Styka
Bridget Sullivan
Joan Sullivan
Majidah Tawil
Janice Thompson
Rosalie Thorson
Colette Tijan
Gayle Turek
Cynthia Vail
Judy Vilkelis
Patricia Waddell
Mary Wadsworth
Arlene Wall
Andrea Walsh
Gail Walsh
Flo Wettergren
Lynn Whittall
Jan Widing 

Jeanne Widing
Rae Woodard
Hotline
Barbara Bara
Cindy Biondo-Saletta
Denise Brinson
Kathleen Carey
Teresa Elayyan
Carole Fefferman
Teri Fewkes
Gretchen Hoge
Ellen Kelly
Pat Laschober
Cecelia McClellan
Meghan Mokate
Karen Murphy
Lois Murphy
Mike Ruffner
Mary Wadsworth
Rita Walker
Brenda White
Wayne Winterberg
Pat Wojtanowski
Bernie Zylke
Program/Clerical
Joyce Anders
Bonnie Boersma
Diane Campbell
Olivia Donovitch
Monica Emlund
Carol Geary
Trenea Harris
Maria Jenkins
Pat Johnson
Dawn Johnstone
Dana Lahart
Stacey Landsly
Jeff Lapsansky
Janet Loughrey
Beth Mahar
Meghan Mokate
Meghan Moran
Linda Napolilo
Maureen Niswonger
Starr Peoples
Valerie Pulido
Jennifer Rice 
Alma Richards
Carol Roberts
Karolee Smietanski
Peggie Straub
Yasmin Vaughn
Maria Vergara
Brenda White
Shelter Client Meals 
Annointed Works Ministry
Birk Plumbing
Liane Birk 
Black Women Lawyers
Association of Greater
Chicago Inc.

Borg Warner Automotive
Erin Burke 
By the Hands - Presence Church
Phyllis Cheek 
Cheryl Cooper 
Country House Restaurant
Daisy’s Cafe
Disposal Waste Service/Elizabeth

Christofylakis
Christine and Gerard Doran 
Durbins Restaurant
Faith United Presbyterian Church
Freedom Church Ministries
Friday Night with Friends
Mary Ann Ganzer 
Barbara Gruca 
Judith and Philip Hasson 
Healthy Nation Catering
Cheryl Hill 
Marie and Richard Kaminski 
Mary Beth Kerny 
Kathy Nelson 
New Faith Missionary Baptist
Church

Palos Heights Woman’s Club
Palos Park Women’s Club
Kathie Restaino 
The Simple Greek
Saints Constantine & Helen Greek
Orthodox Church - St. Helen
Women’s Philoptochos

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Raymonde Woodard 
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Inc. Xi Mu
Zeta Chapter

Special Events/Projects
Katie Abbott
Nicolette Allen
Dave Anders
Amy Brown
Hannah Christie
Joni Crosetto
Susan DeKoker
Ann Dilger
Therese Dubelbeis
Deb Fahey
Joe Ficaro
Susan Frangella
Rojean Gager
Chris Gary
Julia Gary
Staci Hering
Pam Jeanes
Kristine Kalnins
Jennifer Kanacki
Maura Kmicek
Meg Kostek
Gail Krolczyk
Donna Kwiatowski
Kris Laakson
Andy Leoni
Patty Leoni
Gina Loftus
Derrick Lott
Beth Mahar
Kathy Mahoney
Pat Meagher
Jill Michalek
Angie Mistina
Meghan Mokate
Mark Molloy
Tom Morande
Helen Morgan
Maureen Niswonger
Nora O’Conner
Bailey Ocean

Charlie Olsziewski
Char Proper-Smits
Jennifer Rice
Patty Ridings
Sophia Ryan
Caitlin Schofield
Peggie Straub
Mary Beth Thanasouras
Nancy Thoss
Randy Turner
Mary Wadsworth
Kathy Waller
Emma Walsh
Tobbie Walter
Brenda White

Board of Directors
Kathleen Abbott

President
Jennifer Kanacki

Vice President
Mary Carol Witry

Treasurer
Brenda White

Secretary
Tom McCarty

Past President
David Anders
Therese Dubelbeis
Deb Fahey
Kris Laakson
Patricia Leoni
Derrick Lott
Beth Mahar
Kathleen Mahoney
Barbara McCreary
Maureen Niswonger
Tobbie Walter

Leaving a legacy
Remembering the Crisis Center for South Suburbia in your will or estate plans enables us to
continue to provide life-saving services to victims of domestic violence. For more information
about leaving a legacy, contact Lorri Nagle at 708.429.7255 or lnagle@crisisctr.org.
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October is Domestic Violence Awareness
Month and the Crisis Center is launching 
its #31derfulways challenge in hopes of 
raising $30,000.

This year, Corporate Champion BMO Harris
Bank is energizing our campaign by matching
all gifts, up to $15,000. “UN Women has
referred to violence against women during
COVID-19 as the “shadow pandemic” lurking in
the background as healthcare systems are
drained, and shelters are at capacity. It’s critical
that we support organizations like the Crisis
Center that provide valuable support and
resources to survivors,” said Alma Velasquez,

Community Giving Manager, BMO Harris Bank.
“Boldly growing the good in business and life is
our purpose at BMO, and supporting the Crisis
Center’s #31derfulways campaign is a perfect
example of what that means.”  

How can $31 help? It will provide . . .

• Emergency shelter and food for families
fleeing from domestic violence  

• Professional counseling   
• Staff to work in courthouses and hospitals

to help identify and support victims
• Community education about domestic

violence, and much more

I am proud to support victims of domestic violence and the Crisis Center for South Suburbia with a gift of
$1,000   $500   $250   $100   $50   $25   Other: $___________     $31 for the #31derfulways challenge

My check is enclosed.  Charge my credit card.

Monthly gift.  Please charge $ ________ to my credit card monthly.

Your gift is tax-deductible as allowed by law.

Please charge my   Visa   MasterCard   American Express   Discover

Card Number _____________________________________________________________________

Expiration Date ___________________ Security Code ___________________________________

Signature _________________________________________________________________________

PLANNED GIFT
I would like someone to contact me about including the Crisis Center for South Suburbia in my estate plans.
I have included the Crisis Center for South Suburbia in my estate plans.

MATCHING GIFTS
Many employers offer a matching gift program. If you or your spouse’s employer offer this option, please obtain the appropriate form 
from Human Resources and submit it with your gift.

Mail your gift to:   Crisis Center for South Suburbia | PO Box 39 | Tinley Park, IL 60477
or make your gift online at www.crisisctr.org

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________ City_______________________ State ________ Zip __________

Email ____________________________________________________________________________________________

$31 from 31 people for 31 days

= Nearly $30,000 to help 
victims of domestic violence!

Take the 
#31derfulways challenge!

cut here

Complete and return the form below or donate online at www.crisisctr.org.
If you have any questions contact Lorri Nagle at lnagle@crisisctr.org or call 708.429.7255.

Your gift will be MATCHED!

Matching Gift Challenge
$31 from 31 people for 31 days = nearly $30,000 for victims of domestic violence!
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Online Fundraising
Friends

National Night Out

Last fiscal year, online fundraising on behalf
of the Crisis Center really took off! These
friends utilized Facebook, GoFundMe and
other online platforms to raise over $15,000
for an event, campaign or overall need at the
Crisis Center. Want to set-up an easy
fundraiser on Facebook, but need help? Visit
www.crisisctr.org and look under Ways to
Help for step-by-step instructions.

Last fiscal year, online fundraising on behalf
of the Crisis Center really took off! These
friends utilized Facebook, GoFundMe and
other online platforms to raise over $15,000
for an event, campaign or overall need at the
Crisis Center. Want to set-up an easy
fundraiser on Facebook, but need help? Visit
www.crisisctr.org and look under Ways to
Help for step-by-step instructions.

Staff participated and supported ten local police
departments on National Night Out. They talked
to community members
about the signs of
domestic violence, how
to get help and shared
resources offered at
the Crisis Center.

Steamy Golf
Our annual Dianne Masters Cup Charity Golf
Outing was held on August 10th, one of the
hottest days of the summer. Despite a heat
index of 107 degrees, 172 golfers enjoyed
the day – and the cold spa towels that Crisis
Center staff and volunteers distributed on the
courses!  Special thanks to our sponsors, 
including our title sponsor, Action Sertoma,
donors, and the staff and volunteers who
worked so hard to make the day a memorable
one. The event raised over $70,000.

                  
                            

        

           

       

               

  

   

 

 
                  
            

 
                     

        

                  
      

Dave Anders
Deborah Bivens
Amy Brown
Celeste Brown
Hannah Christie
Irish Christina
Estella Ontiveros
Sierra Cruz
Laura B Dominici
Julia Gary
Georgia Gofis

Samantha Keeton
Kelly Kiley
Kristin Lee
Pamela Long
Lisa Molloy
Jenny Mulcahy
Lorri Nagle
Mady Sullivan
Jennifer Warner
Elvia Williams
Mary Carol Witry

New Illinois Bill Ensures
Clients have Personal
Care Products
Gov. Pritzker recently signed a bill ensuring that
personal hygiene products be available in all
homeless shelters and in all bathrooms at public
colleges and universities. While the Crisis Center
has always provided these items to clients, we
applaud the Governor for signing this bill. The bill
will also require the state to work toward allowing
women who receive public food and nutrition
assistance to use the programs for diapers and
hygiene products.

If you can donate feminine hygiene products, 
please call Janice Barry at 708.429.7255, x141.
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theEvents calendar
Auxiliary’s Virtual Walk Against 
Domestic Violence
August – September 30, 2021
The Crisis Center Auxiliary is hosting a virtual walk and hopes
to raise $6,000 during August and September. 
To donate, visit AuxWalk2021.givesmart.com or mail a check to 
CCSS Auxiliary, PO Box 174, Palos Park, IL 60465.

Domestic Violence Awareness Month
October 1 – 31, 2021
Check out our monthly e-news for details on upcoming events.
Not subscribed? Contact Lisa at lmolloy@crisisctr.org.

Annual Gala — Passport to Adventure:
A Night in Venice
February 26, 2022
Odyssey Country Club
Stay tuned for details, but save-the-date!
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