Students at Barbara Vick chip in

Shop.
Discover great bargains at Neat Repeats
Resale in Orland Park and Worth. Proceeds
from store sales support CCSS and victims
of domestic violence.

...a newsletter from the Crisis Center for South Suburbia

Winter/Spring
2018

Donate.
Donations of new and gently-used items are
welcome at Neat Repeats and we count on
financial support from community members. Donate online today at:
www.crisisctr.org (click donate now)

Volunteer.
CCSS offers a wide variety of volunteer
opportunities for groups and individuals.

A group of children from Barbara Vick Early Childhood and Family Center
helped us to fill the van with toys, games, books, and other gifts for children
living at the Crisis Center 24-hour Emergency Shelter and those living at
apartments in our Transitional Housing program. The students were all smiles
and they experienced the joy of giving to those less fortunate!
To sign up for our e-newsletter visit our website:
www.crisisctr.org/contact

CCSS Newsletter Winter/Spring 2018

The Crisis Center for South
Suburbia is a non-profit
organization that provides
emergency shelter and other
essential services for individuals
and families victimized by
domestic violence and addresses
the societal issues that contribute
to domestic violence.

Transitional Housing
- a lifeline from fear

to i n d e p e n d e n c e

www.crisisctr.org
(708) 429-SAFE (7233)
All services provided free of charge.

Nationally 15% of
victims break free
from their abuser

Crisis Center
for South Suburbia

P.O. Box 39 Tinley Park, IL 60477

Nationally, just 15% of victims won’t believe them or that they
of abuse break free from their are at fault for causing the abuse.
abuser to begin a safe and
independent life of their own. How do we connect with those
who feel they have nowhere to
turn and are overcome with fear?
In our Transitional Housing
Program, that number spikes to
We make our programs and
94%!
services available to those in
Our program is proven, highly- need of support through our 24effective and we are always
hour hotline, emergency shelter,
striving for ways to improve and court and advocacy programs.
expand our reach.

At the CCSS transitional
housing program 94% of
victims break free from
their abuser
We would like to introduce
you to our new Director of
Development Lorri Nagle!





CCSS Annual Gala—’A Night on the Red Carpet’
Sat., 3/3 — DoubleTree Hotel—Chicago/Alsip, 6—11 p.m.
Indoor Triathlon to benefit CCSS—Presented by State Farm agent Mark Moylan
Sun., 3/11 — Lincoln Way West High School, 7 a.m.—2 p.m.
Medium Mairin Event—A live reading and fundraising event for CCSS
Sat., 4/7 — Hilton Garden Inn—Tinley Park, 1—4 p.m.
CCSS Auxiliary Spring Luncheon—Cleopatra—’The Last Pharaoh of Egypt
Tues., 4/24 — Palos Country Club– Orland Park, 12—3 p.m.

Lorri has nearly 30 years of
experience in non-profit
fundraising and development.
She received a B.S. degree
from Loras College in
Dubuque, Iowa, and a Master
of Social Work from the
University of Illinois at
Chicago. As a former child...
>> CONT. PAGE TWO

Read more about the success of our
Many victims are aware of the
fact that they are in a dangerous programs from Executive Director
situation but are afraid that others Pam Kostecki on page 2.
Neat Repeats Opens New Worth Store Location -

More space and parking, just 4 blocks east of former location

Don’t worry shoppers, we
are located just four blocks
east of our previous location!
The new store, located at
The Crisis Center for South 6602 W. 111th St., Worth, IL
60482, is more spacious,
Suburbia is proud to
provides MUCH more
announce that our Neat
parking, and features a
Repeats Resale store in
Worth has officially moved! donation processing center in
Connect with us on social media:

the rear of the building to
make donating easier.
Since the store opened in late
November, we’ve experienced
a record amount of donations.
The increased volume of
donations means a better
selection for you, the shopper!
>> CONT. PAGE TWO
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Neat Repeats Opens New
Worth Store Location
(cont. from page 1)

P.O. Box 39
Tinley Park, IL 60477
708-429-7255
www.crisisctr.org
OFFICERS
President - Thomas McCarty
LS3 Consulting
Immediate Past President –
David L. Anders
Hutchison Anders & Hickey
Vice President - Kathleen Abbott
Exelon
Secretary - Colleen Mora
Tower Contracting, L.L.C.
Treasurer - Thomas Morande
Avison Young
DIRECTORS
Therese Dubelbeis
Village of Orland Park
Debra J. Fahey
Old Plank Trail Community Bank,
N.A.
Christopher F. Gary
NAI Hiffman
Pamela M. Jeanes
Jeanes Construction Co., Inc.
Keller Williams Realty
Jennifer Kanacki
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois
Patricia A. Leoni
Retired Educator
Elizabeth Mahar
Homewood-Flossmoor Park District
Kathleen A. Mahoney
CIBC Bank
Barbara J. Pearson-McCreary,
M.D.
Retired
Maureen B. Niswonger
Coldwell Banker
Jennifer Smith
Tressler, LLP

HONORARY DIRECTORS
Maggie Crotty
Bremen Township Supervisor
Andrea Darlas
WGN Radio
John T. Doody, Jr.
Retired Circuit Court Judge
Dan McLaughlin, Mayor Emer itus
Village of Orland Park
David Seaman, Mayor Emer itus
Village of Tinley Park
Mary Werner, Mayor
Village of Worth
Edward Zabrocki, Mayor Emer itus
Village of Tinley Park
Pamela A. Kostecki
CCSS Executive Director

Both store locations (6602 W.
111th St., Worth and 9020 W.
159th St., Orland Park) are
always accepting new and gently
-used items and apparel.

Welcome Lorri Nagle
(continued from page 1)

and family therapist she
brings a unique perspective
to development which has
contributed to great success
in donor cultivation and
Watch for future announcements solicitation, corporate
regarding a grand opening and
relations, planned giving,
ribbon-tying celebration in
When you shop at Neat
marketing and strategic
April!
Repeats Resale you are
planning. She oversees a
helping victims of domestic
staff of five who coordinate
For
information
about
violence by providing
grants, fundraising events,
volunteer opportunities at Neat volunteers, donations, and
essential funds to the 24hour emergency shelter and Repeats contact Deonne Senese community partnerships.
at (708) 429-7255, Ex. 143 or
other programs and
Welcome Lorri!
e-mail dsenese@crisisctr.org.
services.
In the U.S., an average of 20 people are physically abused by intimate
partners every minute! This equates to more than 10 million abuse
victims annually. Nationally, 85% of women who leave an abusive
relationship return. Those are staggering statistics.

Ms. Kostecki has
been serving as the
Executive Director of
CCSS since November
2016. Pam has mor e
than 20 years of nonprofit experience,
including direct
services to homeless
individuals, veterans,
children, students and
others.

You may be asking yourself if that is the reality, then what difference can
we make? Victims are often blamed for the abuse and frequently blame
themselves for it. Victims often experience feelings of guilt and shame
rather than support and understanding. We want to ensure that people are
educated and become part of the solution by supporting victims. We work
toward this goal by providing Community Education programs and
support to 15 police stations, two courthouses and one major hospital.

Another key reason that victims return to the abuser is they lack the
resources to be independent (e.g., money, transportation). By providing
victims of violence with resources and opportunities to have their needs
met they are much less likely to return to their abuser. Our Transitional
Housing program has reduced the return rate to 6%. Yes, only 6% of
victims who are provided Transitional Housing at CCSS return to their abuser.
We could not do this work without the support of the community. Not only are we blessed
with financial supporters, we also have over 250 volunteers who give of their time and talent
to make CCSS welcoming and supportive to victims of abuse. Our volunteers are the heart
of who we are. By joining our team they become ambassadors of the efforts to end violence.
They educate our Neat Repeats shoppers, provide support and counseling to hotline callers
and they also share their experience with their friends and family.
In April, we will recognize our volunteers and we hope that you will join us in saying thank
you to them. Please reach out to us on social media and create a post of thanks to those who
share their time and talent with CCSS and the many victims of DV that feel supported by
them. We could not do this work without them. I personally appreciate each one of them
for their tireless support and personal sacrifice to the efforts to end domestic violence!
Sincerely,

Cr isi s Ce nte r r e cog niz e d by
Park Fore st Po l ice De par tm e nt

Mark your calendars for Sun., June 10th as
we prepare to for our Kick Off to Summer
with Beer-Brats-Bags-and a Band!

Park Forest Deputy Police Chief Paul Winfrey presents CCSS Executive
Director Pam Kostecki (middle) and CCSS Community Policing Advocate
Barbara Gruca with a certificate of appreciation at the PFPD annual award
ceremony on Saturday, January 20th, 2018

Park Forest, IL—The Crisis Center for
South Suburbia was presented with a
certificate of appreciation during the
Park Forest Police Department’s Annual
Award ceremony on Saturday, January
20th, 2018. The PFPD is one of fifteen
south suburban police departments that
CCSS collaborates with. We are proud
to assist victims of domestic violence in
Park Forest and all across Chicagoland!

Park Forest officers and local
citizens were recognized during their
annual award ceremony last month.

Did you know?
The Crisis Center for South Suburbia partners with at least fifteen south suburban
police departments.
These essential partnerships help to strengthen our community presence and the
community policing program develops collaborative partnerships with law
enforcement agencies to help deliver services to victims of violence. Healthy,
positive working relationships help to create a network of support for victims.
Domestic violence happens all around us, without regard to religion, race, sex or
education. No one knows this better than law enforcement, making Community
Policing Partnerships a critical and fundamental element in our efforts to reach out
to victims. Through the Community Policing Program, the Crisis Center can work
with area police departments by providing: roll call information, domestic violence
education, outreach to DV victims, and referral information to complainants.
Our staff reviews incidents of domestic violence and we make contact with 86% of
victims identified in police reports! That contact can lead to future assistance and
helps to save lives in our community.

The Crisis Center for South Suburbia is
excited to bring a family-friendly day of
food, fun and excitement as kids across
Chicagoland start their summertime
activities. The event will be held at Water’s
Edge Golf Club in Wor th. We ar e
looking for sponsors to help us make this
event a success. If you are interested in a
sponsorship opportunity please contact our
Special Events Manager Kerri Twietmeyer
at kerrit@crisisctr.org or call (708) 4297255, Ex. 136.

New perk program for
shelter residents
CCSS is offering a new incentive program
for clients living in shelter. The incentive
program offers “CCSS cash” rewards for
residents to earn. It gives each resident
the freedom to choose incentives that
best meet their needs and goals.
“Cash” rewards are provided for making
positive choices and accomplishing goals
that move clients closer to selfsufficiency, as well as for assisting CCSS
with the up-keep and operations of the
community facility. Rewards can be
exchanged for incentives or rental
assistance. All clients receive the
necessary items for living upon arrival,
but this program provides extra perks for
being a team player.

Baird and Warner
Charities present
CCSS w/$5,000
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Stacey’s Story - “CCSS helped me reach my goals”

T h a n k s t o t h e v o l u n te e r s w h o h e l p e d d u r i n g t h e H o l i d ay s e a s o n !

(Group photo from Baird and
Warner—Orland Park January
2018 meeting)

In January Baird and Warner
presented CCSS with a
donation of $5,000 to support
programs for victims of
domestic violence.
Thanks Baird and Warner!

Molly Maid of
Southwest Cook
County and Ms.
Molly Foundation
provide holiday
gifts and a grant

(CCSS Board member Colleen Mora
(right) donning a traditional Bavarian dirndl with her husband Ted
(left) , sporting an authentic pair of
lederhosen)

Through hard work, perseverance and some assistance from the Crisis Center for South
Suburbia—Stacey has been able to achieve her goals of independence, employment and
a brighter future to look forward to.

Stacey came to the Crisis Center for South Suburbia to escape an abusive
relationship in 2016. She was determined to become independent and her hard work and
perseverance paid off.

(From left to right - Jim Long—
owner Molly Maid of Southwest
Cook County, CCSS Executive
Director Pam Kostecki and
Molly Maid manager Debbie
Harmon)

Molly Maid of Southwest
Cook County once again
provided assistance over the
holidays with an annual
collection of toys, diapers,
and other items for CCSS
clients. The Ms. Molly
Foundation also provided a
generous grant of $2,468.90
to support services at the
Crisis Center for South
Suburbia.

The holiday season is an exceptionally busy time at the Crisis Center and we depend on volunteers to assist us with various tasks.
Special thanks to the teams from IPM (Integrated Project Management), Palos Community Hospital , Providence Catholic High
School Cheerleaders and all of the individual volunteers who helped to make the holiday season brighter for victims of DV.

D a n c e 4 Aw a r e n e s s Re c a p

S t a f f a n d Vo l u n te e r H o l i d ay P a r t y

During Stacey’s time in our Transitional Housing Program she has accomplished many
goals including; completing her GED and Pharmacy Technician certificate. Even while
accomplishing those goals and many others, she always maintained employment. During
the past several months her older, unreliable vehicle started to have one problem after
another. The costs soon became unreasonable and eventually the car was unable to pass
emissions test.
Even without a vehicle, Stacey refused to allow it to jeopardize the life she had worked
so hard for. Stacey began utilizing a ride-sharing service to get back and forth to work. It
was expensive and often inconvenient, but she was determined to maintain her
employment.
When the Loaves and Fishes Care Program contacted CCSS seeking candidates to
receive a reliable, used vehicle, we knew Stacey was a remarkable client who would
benefit from having a vehicle. Last Fall we received the exciting news that Stacey was
one of the selected candidates to win a vehicle. Stacey is beyond thrilled and has stated
her appreciation, knowing this is one more step forward in rebuilding her life and
establishing her independence.

October is Domestic Violence Awareness month and
CCSS took part in a number of events to engage the
community and raise awareness of domestic violence.
Our Dance 4 Awareness (D4A) was held at Moraine
Valley Community College on Saturday, October 14th,
2017. Domestic violence survivor and Chicago Police
officer Samella Ramirez was the keynote speaker and
the night featured music, food and fun. Dancers broke a
sweat to dance for loved ones affected by domestic
violence and we thank all who participated.

CCSS staff and volunteers were thrilled to have an opportunity to
get together for combined staff and volunteer holiday party on
December 11th, 2017. This party provided an opportunity for hard
-working staff members and volunteers to mingle and enjoy each
other’s company in a festive environment. The feedback from this
new concept was tremendous and it was great way for the Crisis
Center to say THANK YOU to staff and volunteers for all they do!
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A ‘Night on the Red Carpet’
- 2018 CCSS Annual Gala

The Annual Gala is the Crisis Center’s
semi-formal event celebrating the
success of our clients and the profound
generosity of our donors, supporters
and volunteers who make it all
possible.
The evening includes:

The next fundraising event is the
Spring LEGENDS Luncheon on
Tuesday, April 24th at Palos Country
Club. The entertainment this year
will be a performance of ‘Cleopatra –
The Last Pharaoh of Egypt.’





For ticket information please contact
Marie Kaminiski at (708) 599-6800
or e-mail Mariekam311@aol.com.





Open bar cocktail and social hour
Delicious four-course dinner
Mobile bidding on fabulous live
and silent auction items
Live entertainment by The Jimmy
O and Rhonda Lee Duo,
Dancing
Grand Raffles with 7 chances to
win $500-5,000.

Each year we recognize and highlight
a few supporters who have gone above
and beyond. We are proud to announce
and congratulate our 2018 award
winners on their outstanding
contributions toward advancing our
mission:





Since 2008, the Auxiliary has
donated more than $60,000 through
its fundraising events that directly
benefit individuals and families
victimized by domestic violence
served by CCSS.

CCSS Auxiliary steps up again!

Dianne Masters Award: David
Anders
Corporate Recognition
Award: Exelon
Volunteer Spirit Award: Pat
Laschober (to be presented at
Kick-off to Summer in June)

Not able to attend? There are still
ways to support the cause…
Bid on silent auction items from your
mobile device wherever you are! With
Gesture mobile bidding, you can view
and bid on fantastic items from kids
toys to weekend get-aways to sports
tickets.
For more information about the gala or
sponsorship opportunities, please
contact Kerri Twietmeyer, Special
Events Manager, at (708) 429-7255,
x136 or kerrit@crisisctr.org.

Red Hear ts vs. Red Flags
relationships

The Crisis Center for South Suburbia
Auxiliary is committed to promoting
public awareness of the issue of
domestic violence and the services
provided to victims by the Crisis
Center for South Suburbia. In
addition to increasing revenue
through its fundraising events the
Auxiliary provides opportunities for
men and women to share their
common commitment to helping
victims of DV.

Since the Auxiliary began in 2008 a consistent
pattern has formed — the Crisis Center has a certain
need, and the Auxiliary steps up to fulfill it.
Recently, the lounge area at the Crisis Center
emergency shelter was in need of a remodel and
some new furniture. The CCSS Auxiliary stepped up
to make it happen.
Take a look at our beautiful new furniture in our
lounge! Thanks CCSS Auxiliary!

These donations have made it
possible to remodel and refurbish the
shelter’s bathrooms, bedrooms, and
kitchen; provide educational
scholarships and transportation; as
well as holiday dinners for the
residents. Three major events are
held each year to raise funds. The
Spring Luncheon, Walk Against
Domestic Violence in August, and
Tag Days in the Fall.
Auxiliary membership is open for an
application fee of $20 and a
commitment to assist with
fundraising events. Working side by
side on fundraising efforts for this
important and worthy cause has
created long lasting friendships and a
special camaraderie among the
Auxiliary members. Meetings are
held quarterly at the Palos Heights
Library.

On Valentine’s Day CCSS Teen Dating V iolence and Fresh Start
program director Solomohn Ennis-Klyczek provided Thornridge
High School students with information about healthy relationships.
(...and she added some candy for a treat!) She asked students who
were dating to think about whether they are in a ‘Red Hearts’ or
‘Red Flags’ relationship.

RED FLAGS
RELATIONSHIP

RED HEARTS
RELATIONSHIP


Both of you respect and
appreciate one another’s
differences.



Both of you give each other
space, physical space,
emotional space, to grow
and be different.



There is a pattern of
power & control issues.



The relationship is
oppressive and leaves
little room for growth or
differences.

 Violence is used as a
Both of you speak
means of control.
respectfully to one another
and about each other’s loved  The use of disrespectful
ones, friends, & interests.
and degrading language
is common.
 Both of you disagree
respectfully.
 Emotional hurt and pain
occurs often.



***If you, or someone you know is in a ‘Red Flags’ relationship
please contact our 24-hour hotline at (708) 429-SAFE (7233) and
visit our website for more information: www.crisisctr.org.

